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Community Leagues 
of Edmonton
When Residents Lead by 
Coming Together Locally 



1. What are Community 
Leagues?

1. Case Studies

1. Q & A



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1BauHFag1n8


What is a League?

● A group of neighbourhood people who 
join up to make their neighbourhood 
better

● Open to all residents

● A League is not a neighbourhood 
association, homeowner’s association or 
other type of organization 



Part of how Edmonton was built



Democratic structure

● Membership based on geography (neighbours) 

● Volunteer-run boards 

● Registered as not for profit organization 

● Accountable to bylaws, Societies Act of Alberta,

Tripartite agreement, EFCL Code of Ethics and one 

of their funders – the City of Edmonton

● Accountable to membership 



Role of the Municipality 

City policy enables:
● Space (tax-free land in every neighbourhood) 

provided for Leagues (halls, amenities)
● Money (seed grant to form, yearly operational grant)
● Support (City staff plus funding EFCL)
● Codified structures (Tripartite, relationship, 

engagement) 



What Do 
Leagues 

Do?



Bring Neighbours 
Together #1





#2 Recreation and 
Programming 





#3 Develop and 
Maintain Amenities







#4 Represent 
Community Interests 



● Grassroots democracy
● Citizen engagement
● Local solutions 



5 Ingredients of the Movement

1. Use of parkland by citizen groups

1. Ownership of community assets

1. Accountability structures

1. City grants

1. Citizen led 





Role of 
the EFCL



162 Community Leagues

12 Districts

÷

12 District Directors
=

=

1 EFCL Board

EFCL 
Staff

↓



CASE STUDY: 
Responding to the Changing Needs 
of a Community



CASE STUDY # 1: Responding to the 
Changing Needs of a Community

March 2020

Events Programming

In-Person Meetings



How can we help?

CASE STUDY: 
Responding to the Changing Needs 
of a Community



Three things of note: 

1. A need to maintain connection

2. Tangible, immediate needs

3. A path back to recovery when COVID 

was behind us 

CASE STUDY: 
Responding to the Changing Needs 
of a Community



Connection 
Through Isolation

CASE STUDY: 
Responding to the Changing Needs 
of a Community



Meeting the needs 
of Community

CASE STUDY: 
Responding to the Changing Needs 
of a Community



CASE STUDY: 
Responding to the Changing Needs 
of a Community

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1aEvdJCswSHnxbnQ-H4hmylWFl3bfj8v_/view


Post COVID: 
Return to New Normal

CASE STUDY: 
Responding to the Changing Needs 
of a Community





Credit: @RitchieYEG



efcl.org

@theEFCL@efcl facebook.com/theEFCL
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