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We didn’t hear back from the 

community after we left

Technical Considerations

• Camera and microphone – Please keep your line muted 

when not speaking. To create an interactive environment with 

speakers, we do encourage you to turn your camera on.

• Join the conversation – Use the chat panel to ask your 

questions for presenters and to ask for technical support.

• We’ve got you covered – You will receive a full recording of 

the call, the slides as well as a collection of links & resources.



Land 
Acknowledgement

We acknowledge that we are meeting today on 
Indigenous land. As settlers, we recognize the 
contributions and historic importance of Indigenous 
peoples and affirm our collective commitment to 
make the promise and challenge of Truth and 
Reconciliation real in our communities.
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What is the Community Data Program (CDP)?

• Established in the 1990s by Canadian Council on Social 
Development. Now administered by Canadian Community 
Economic Development Network (CCEDNet)

• Created to track poverty in neighbourhoods

• Focuses on acquiring data for small area geography from 
Statistics Canada and other data sources

• Shares cost of data

• Helps analyze and report on socioeconomic trends



What services does the CDP provide?

Data Capacity Building Networking
Direct access to web-

based customized 
community data

Data analysis tools and 
training

National networking 
sessions

Priority Areas



How is the CDP structured?

30+

Community 

Data Consortia 

375+ 

Member Organizations

2000+ 

Registered Individuals



Who is involved in the network?

Examples of Members
• Municipal and provincial 

governments

• Local United Way chapters

• Community health centres

• Social planning councils

• School boards

• Immigration and youth services

• Libraries

• Economic development agencies

Consortium Network
• National network, covering all of 

Canada except for PEI and Quebec 
and the Territories 

Local and provincial government, public sector, and not-for-profit organizations are 
eligible for membership



How are membership fees structured?

Consortium Fees
• Consortium fees based on population 

• Collected annually by CDP 

• Consortium leads can develop own model for recovering costs
• I.E some leads cover all of the consortium fee whereas others as members to cost share

Membership Fees
• Member organizations pay a $125 annual fee

• A membership fee is charged for each organization or legal entity (e.g., a 
municipality)

• Membership fee enable an unlimited number of user accounts within 
organization 



Why this model?

• The CDP was previously partly funded by the federal government. In 
2011, this funding was pulled

• The consortium model allows the CDP to be financially independent and 
continue to purchase data, provide services, offer support, and grow the 
program



What data sets are available through the 
program?

Health

Cultural 
Identity

Demographics

Education 
& Work

Housing

Income & 
Finances

THEMES



What data sets are available through the 
program?

• Smallest possible geographic scale
• Always sub-provincial

• Regional Districts (CD) and Municipalities (CSD)

• Neighbourhood-level where possible (DA, CT)

• Custom Statistics Canada data 
• Custom cross-tabulations and target group profiles 

• Custom boundaries

• Links to open data

• Data available in IVT table format, excel, or Tableau 



What else is available through the program?

• Webinars

• Customized, one-on-one support 

• Community Data News (follow us on Twitter!)

• Tableau Dashboards 



How do I find and access data?



Community Data Program Data Catalogue 

Visit our How to Find Data page or send us an email if you have any questions on accessing data!

https://communitydata.ca/resources/how-to-use/find-data


How can I access data?

Data is typically available in .csv, .ivt, or .twbx format 

.csv = excel 

.ivt = beyond 20/20

.twbx = tableau



How can I access data?

Beyond 20/20 – IVT Tables

Strengths: 
• Great for quickly manipulating multi-

dimensional, complex tables 
• Easy to remove data you are not 

interested in and focus in on the 
variables you are

Weaknesses:
• Data must be extracted into excel –

B20/20 not designed for analysis  
• Can be intimidating to learn, but 

program is fairly simple once you get a 
hang of it!

See our resources page for a detailed video on 
how to use Beyond 20/20

https://communitydata.ca/resources/webinars/orientation-aug-16


How can I access data?

Tableau Dashboard

Strengths: 
• Easy to find data through drop down 

menus 
• Can easily conduct a multi-dimensional 

analysis, i.e intersectionality of different 
demographic groups, incomes, tenures 
etc. 

• Appealing and intuitive graphics and 
design

Weaknesses:
• Must download Tableau Reader – many 

organizations require IT permission 
• Tableau dashboards designed with 

varying degrees of complexity –

Visit the Tableau Infographics and Dashboard 
Portal to view our entire collection

https://communitydata.ca/content/interactive-infographics-and-dashboards


Community Recover Dashboard:

• Demographic, employment, education, and income 
data 

Housing Dashboard:

• Tenure, housing starts/completions, vacancy rates, 
population and household change

Census Dashboard Series:

• 2021 Census data (Population and Dwelling count 
currently available, Age, Gender, Sex at Birth, and Type 
of Dwelling to be released soon)

Check the website to view the full catalogue!

What data can I access through Tableau?



Highlights of data available 
through the CDP



Census of Population

• Standard and custom tables

• Standard and custom geographies

• Every 5 years

• 2-year lag for data production

CDP Data Sets – Census of Population



• Community Poverty Project tables
• Tables cross-tabulated with all low-income lines (LICO, LIM, MBM)

• Themes: depth of poverty, mode of transportation, housing 
affordability, demographics

• Core Housing Need
• Cross-tabulated by age, household type, Indigenous peoples

• Target Group Profiles
• Similar to Census Profile

• Low-income population, various demographic groups

• Various data tables
• Income and sources of income

• Shelter costs and housing affordability

CDP Data Sets – Census of Population

https://communitydata.ca/data?field_product_group_tid%5B%5D=1778&title=&field_years_within_data_2_value=&items_per_page=20
https://communitydata.ca/data?title=core+housing&field_years_within_data_2_value=&items_per_page=20
https://communitydata.ca/data?field_product_group_tid%5B%5D=1776&title=&field_years_within_data_2_value=&items_per_page=All
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/prof/index.cfm?Lang=E


• Annual data source

• Two-year lag in publication (e.g., 2020 data coming out in 2022)

• Postal Geographies
• Forward Sortation Areas, Postal Cities, Rural Postal Codes, 

• Census Geographies
• Census Divisions, Census Metropolitan Areas, Census Agglomerations, Census 

Tracts

• Census Subdivisions now standard geography for T1FF, but has some accuracy 
issues due to imperfect conversion from postal geography

CDP Data Sets – T1 Family File (Taxfiler)



• Income of Individuals

• Income of Families

• Income of Seniors

• custom tabulations from the Individuals, Families and Seniors tables

• Financial Data and Charitable Donations

• Migration Estimates

• Working Poor and Income Inequality tables (custom)

• Technical Reference Guide - Families, Individuals and Seniors

• Technical Reference Guide - Financial Data and Charitable Donations

CDP data sets – T1 Family File (Taxfiler)

Counts, age and income of taxfilers, dependents, families by type 
and number of children, sources of income, low-income status

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/72-212-x/72-212-x2021001-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/11-26-0001/112600012021001-eng.htm


• Working Poor – by age (0-64, 18-64, 65+)
• has an after-tax income below the Low Income Measure

• has earnings of at least $3000 a year (threshold for Working Income Tax Benefit)

• is not a student

• lives independently (non-institutional population).

• Income Inequality
• after-tax income threshold upper limits

• aggregate income by decile

CDP data sets – T1 Family File (Taxfiler)



• Custom order from the Canadian Survey on Disability

• Canadian Index of Multiple Deprivation

• Consumer and mortgage debt data 

• Labour Force Survey Estimates at Economic Region and CMA

• Labour Force Survey: two-year estimates at CD level

• Data from CMHC Housing Market Information Portal

• Modeled estimates of average liquid assets

CDP Data Sets 



• Working Poor table from 2016 Census
• cross-tabulate with data unavailable in T1FF (visible minority, immigrant, family type, 

education)

• plans for other modeled data sets (disability data, housing stock)

• pursuing a data request with Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship 
Canada

• plans to acquire data from the Longitudinal Administrative Databank

• plans to acquire provincial administrative health data

• 2021 Census
• Replicate much of 2016 order with re-shuffled priorities

• Explore new dimensions (gender, military service, religion)

CDP Data Sets – Upcoming



Questions?
Get in touch!

sasha@communitydata.ca
mike@communitydata.ca

information@communitydata.ca

mailto:sasha@communitydata.ca
mailto:mike@communitydata.ca
mailto:information@communitydata.ca


2022 Communities Ending Poverty 
Member Gathering

https://events.tamarackcommunity.ca/en-us/2022-cep-
member-gathering

October 19, 2022 | 11:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. ET (8:00 

a.m.–1:30 p.m. PT)

This virtual event will bring Communities Ending 

Poverty members together to reconnect with each 

other, celebrate successes, and share aspirations.

We will brainstorm the many ways that Tamarack and 

member communities can work together to shift policy 

and systems and build equity and resilience as we 

work collaboratively toward the End of Poverty in 

Canada.

https://events.tamarackcommunity.ca/en-us/2022-cep-member-gathering


BC Community of Practice

• Purchasing Power for Vibrant 
Communities

• Date: Tuesday, July 19, 2022 | 

• 2:00 - 3:00 ET (11:00 – 12:00 
PT)

• Join Zoom Meeting

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/8101
1958983

• Join Kristi Fairholm Mader
from Scale Collaborative to 
hear an overview of how local 
governments and institutions 
can use purchasing power to 
help address growing 
community priorities.

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81011958983


Upcoming Webinar

• A panel of young national researchers and advocates will explore 
how youth want to be involved in matters that affect them

https://events.tamarackcommunity.c

a/youth-leading-on-issues-that-

matter-to-them

Date: Wednesday, July 20, 2022 | 

12:00‒1:00 p.m. ET

https://events.tamarackcommunity.ca/youth-leading-on-issues-that-matter-to-them


Thank you!

Please send your questions, comments and feedback 
to jill@tamarackcommunity.ca


