Raft River School Garden Story
By Elizabeth Shook

We are incredibly grateful for the support that was offered to us through the Tamarack
Institute Transforming Climate Grief into Action program. Our staff is very supportive of our
school garden and each of our 13 divisions want to be part of the school garden.

Thanks to the seeds and trees project, we received all the seeds and plants needed to grow
the vegetables that we will use to create harvest soup in the fall to share with every student
in the school. These seeds included beans, carrots, corn, potatoes, onions, parsnips,
turnips and beets. We also received kale, parsley and thyme.

We added four new square garden beds to our school garden this spring and thanks to the
program got enough peat moss and manure to top off the new garden beds and our existing
beds.

For our new garden beds, we also got strawberry plants, a lavender plant and flower seeds
such as cosmos, zinnias, nasturtiums and calendula.



We were also able to add five lilac bushes and planted these along the fence by our
pollinator garden. We are hoping that these shrubs will attract more butterflies along with
the various bees that visit our pollinator garden.

Seeds and plants for our school gardens are purchased through fundraising efforts and are
not usually covered in the school budget, making the impact of the Tamarack project even
more valuable and appreciated for the continued success of our school garden.

Planting, harvesting, caring for the garden and enjoying the harvest soup are highlights at
our school and always mentioned as the students favourite activities. Providing students
with opportunities to learn where their food comes from is a valuable life skill.

Thank you so much for supporting our school garden!

Elizabeth Shook
Raft River Elementary School
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